34                          Richelieu                         [1505-

" When a certain thing has a certain effect," he writes,
" and we recognise that it does not possess that quality
by its nature, and that God has not promised to give it
the power supernaturally, such a thing should be con-
demned as diabolical; for example, seeing the moon
over the left shoulder, considering certain days as fortun-
ate or unfortunate, putting confidence in a certain num-
ber of lighted candles," etc.

His book called The Instruction of a Christian ap-
peared in 1619; it was largely read and enjoyed the
distinction of translation into several languages;
though not an extraordinary work, it contained
much common sense and sound religion briefly and
tersely put. Among other directions, were some
which illustrate again the bishop's belief in magic
arts, for he expressly condemned those who by
means of magicians and sorcerers invoked demons,
and used these means to discover secrets, or to
accomplish still more evil ends,

Richelieu published also various works of con-
troversy against the Huguenots, one of which was
entitled A Method to Convert those who have Sep&~
rated themselves from the Church. But in these
controversial writings he did not rise above the
average of similar treatises, and the average is not
high; the" Method" was not efficacious, and the
dragoons of Louis XIV. brought more Huguenots.
into the fold than the arguments of Richelieu.

Thus engaged in his church work and in theo-
logical writing, during six years Richelieu spent
his time almost entirely at Lugon, but his attention
to the affairs of a petty bishopric did not interfere The bishop sought t.o better the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